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Vice President of Confitarma

Lorenzo Matacena, born in Naples in 1974, is an Italian entrepreneur and
shipowner, serving as Chairman and CEO of Caronte&Tourist. Since 2020, he has
been Vice President of Confitarma and, since 2021, Chairman of its Technical
Group for Transport, Logistics, Short Sea Shipping and Motorways of the Sea. He
also chairs ECSA’s Short Sea Shipping Working Group, focusing on sustainability
and European energy security

Lorenzo Matacena

President of Safe Bulkers Inc., and Founding Member of Cyprus Union of
Shipowners (CUS)

Dr. Loukas N. Barmparis is President and Secretary of Safe Bulkers, Inc. and has
served on its Board since 2008. He is also Technical Manager of Safe Bulkers
Management Ltd in Cyprus. With extensive experience in shipping, energy and
project development, he previously held senior roles with Grecotel and Alasia
Development. He holds an MBA, a doctorate from Imperial College London, and
degrees in applied science and mechanical engineering.

Loukas Barmparis



Director of MSC Shipmanagement Cyprus

Mario Aponte, born in Sorrento in 1971, holds a degree in Maritime and Transport
Economics from the Istituto Universitario Navale in Naples. He has built his
career with the MSC Group, holding various positions across its Cargo and Cruise
divisions in Antwerp, Naples, Monaco and Malta. Since 2018, he has been based
in Cyprus as CEO of MSC Ship Management Ltd and several Group holdings.

Mario Aponte

Director General of Cyprus Shipping Chamber (CSC)

Alexandros Josephides is Director General of the Cyprus Shipping Chamber,
having joined the organisation in 1995. A Mechanical Engineer with Bachelor’s
and Master’s degrees, he began his career in 1986, working in the US, Cyprus and
Libya before joining the Cyprus Bureau of Shipping as a Marine Surveyor. From
2015 to 2025, he served as IMO Goodwill Maritime Ambassador for Cyprus,
promoting maritime and seafaring careers among young people.

Alexandros Josephides



CEO of DP World

Simon Pitout is CEO of DP World Limassol, a role he assumed in 2023. He has over
20 years of experience in logistics, shipping and terminal operations. He joined
DP World in 2008, holding senior commercial and supply chain roles across the
Middle East and Africa. Previously, he held leadership positions with Maersk Line
and APM Terminals in Denmark, the Netherlands and South Africa.

Simon Pitout

President of Cyprus-Italy Business Association

Nicos Attas is Marine Manager of RINA in Cyprus, with over 30 years of
experience in maritime safety, statutory compliance and business development.
He holds a Master’s degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of
Karlsruhe and specialises in ship and offshore certification, IMO regulations,
decarbonisation and environmental protection. He previously held senior roles
with the Cyprus Maritime Administration, representing Cyprus at IMO and EMSA.

Nicos Attas



Group Business Controller, Marlow Navigation, and Head, Department of
Maritime Transport and Commerce, Frederick University

Dr Angelos Menelaou is Group Business Controller at Marlow Navigation, with nearly
30 years of experience in shipping, specialising in financial control and business
process management. He also heads the Department of Maritime Transport and
Commerce at Frederick University, which he helped establish in 1999. He has
promoted maritime education and applied research for over 25 years and advises the
Cyprus Shipping Deputy Ministry on maritime and coastal initiatives.

Angelos Menelaou
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