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Welcome note of the Director of the Department of Antiquities 

The Department of Antiquities and the Italian Archaeological Missions,  

29 November 2021 

 

Honorable Minister of Transport, Communications and Works, 

Your Excellency, Ambassador of Italy, 

Dear colleagues, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

I am very pleased to be here tonight to address this very important 

event, celebrating the long-established collaboration between the Republic 

of Cyprus and the Italian Republic in the realm of cultural heritage. As the 

title of tonight’s event denotes, these 50 years of archaeological relations 

between Cyprus and Italy have in essence been tightly affiliated with the 

development of archaeological research on the island, from the time of the 

establishment of the Republic of Cyprus in 1960 until our days. Before 

highlighting the significance of these fifty years of digging the history of an 

island situated at the crossroads between the eastern and western 

Mediterranean, let me first express my gratitude to His Excellency the 

Ambassador of Italy, Mr Andrea Cavallari, for his friendship and love for 

the heritage of Cyprus. In the difficult times the entire globe faces, it is 

imperative to focus on the role of our common cultural heritage, as well as 

on genuine relationships and synergies, for a brighter future. 

As I already pointed out, Italian archaeological research in Cyprus 

began as early as 1969, with the excavations at the site of Paleokastro at 
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Agia Eirini in the northern area of the island. These excavations, carried out 

by the Italian Archaeological Mission of the National Research Council and 

led by Pecorella and Rocchetti, mainly shed light to a coastal necropolis, the 

“necropoli a mare”, dating from the Late Cypriot I period to at least the 

Cypro-Archaic. Unfortunately, the work of this mission too, ceased abruptly 

with the Turkish invasion in 1974, making the results of those excavations 

invaluable. Archaeological research thereafter focused on the southern areas 

of the island, albeit in a different framework, imposed by the changing 

socio-political and economic conditions. Italian archaeological research has 

since played a central role in the development of Cypriot Archaeology, 

resuming in 1988 with the excavations at the so-called “Garrison’s Camp”, 

at the UNESCO archaeological site of Nea Pafos. These excavations, 

directed by Prof. Filippo Giudice of the University of Catania, marked a 

long collaboration and elucidated our understanding of the Hellenistic and 

Roman capital of Cyprus.  

Moreover, the Italian National Council of Research led excavations, 

directed by Dr Maria Rosaria Belgiorno, at the site of Pyrgos-Mavrorachi, 

dating to the Early and Middle Bronze Age. In 2009 we welcomed the 

University of Torino and Prof. Luca Bombardieri, who leads the excavations 

at Erimi-Laonin tou Porakou, focusing on the study of cultural traits 

evidenced since the Middle Bronze Age. Furthermore, another project began 

in 2011, by Prof. Oliva Menozzi of the University of Chieti, involving the 

study of the landscape in the area of Moni, Pyrgos and Monagroulli with the 

use of high-end technology.  

Undoubtedly, the intense and long presence of Italian missions has 

contributed significantly in the study of the archaeological past of Cyprus. 
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The results of our collaboration are presented diachronically in numerous 

exhibitions co-organised in Italy and Cyprus, the last one being the on-going 

exhibition “Cyprus: Crossroads of Civilizations” in the Musei Reali at 

Torino. It must be underlined that in the last years we have joined forces for 

the advancement of mechanisms for the effective address of the illicit 

trafficking of antiquities. In particular, a collaboration was put forward 

together with the Italian Carabinieri to provide us with their expertise and 

knowledge through educational programmes, in association with the Cyprus 

Police. Moreover, a Roundtable Workshop will be held on 9 December 2021 

at the Cyprus Institute, organized by the Cyprus National Committee for 

Combating the Looting and Illegal Trafficking of Cultural Heritage, also in 

collaboration with the Italian Embassy in Nicosia.  

The workshops and meetings attended in Italy by staff members of the 

Department of Antiquities over the last years, organized by international 

organisations, such as ICCM (the International Committee for the 

Conservation of Mosaics), ICCROM and Mosaikon, with the significant 

input of the Italian authorities, are also worth noting. These meetings 

encourage the adoption of measures that will safeguard and protect cultural 

heritage within a sustainable management policy. 

It is obvious that the collaboration between the Department of 

Antiquities and Italian Institutions is extensive and difficult to limit and 

praise within a few minutes. Your Excellency, I would like to again thank 

you for your support and active engagement with Cypriot Archaeology, and 

end this brief note by expressing the hope that these fruitful archaeological 

endeavors will also continue in the future. Σας ευχαριστώ, Grazie mille. 

 


