
Your Excellency Minister Yiannis Karousos,  

Minister of Transport, Communications and Works of Cyprus, 

Dear Dr. Marina Solomidou-Ieronymidou, 

Director of the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus 

Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Friends, 

 

I would like to thank you for being with us tonight for this 

special event, which marks a very strong collaboration 

between Italy and Cyprus. It will also be my farewell after 

four unforgettable years on this beautiful Island. 

 

Five decades have passed since the establishment of the first 

Italian Archaeological Mission in Cyprus in 1970 at Ayia Irini, 

on the invitation of the then Director of the Department of 

Antiquities  Professor Emeritus Vassos Karageorghis. 

Many other Missions have followed since and it is with 

dedication, passion and mutual respect that Archaeologists 

of the two countries have contributed to establish a solid 



network of relations between their Universities, their 

Research centres and their Institutions.  

Their work has become the ground for enriching further the 

relations between Italy and Cyprus, both “Crossroads of 

civilizations” with a rich millenary history in the 

Mediterranean.  

A work that the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has always 

supported through its funding in the firm belief that 

Archaeology and cultural relations are an essential part of the 

Italian foreign diplomacy.  

An approach, dear Minister and dear Director, that has found 

here in Cyprus an incredibly receptive ground, both at central 

level and locally thanks to your extraordinary support and 

dedication. 

 

“Digging history” is the title that we have chosen for a series 

of seven videos that describe the past and present of the 

Italian Archaeological Missions in Cyprus, the complexity of 

their work the interdisciplinary approach and the use of 

innovative techniques, in a continue effort to enlighten the 



past and expand our knowledge of the future. With this 

project, we want to celebrate all the women and men who 

collaborated with the Italian Archaeological Mission in 

Cyprus.  

From today you will be able to see them online through our 

web site and our YouTube channel. A short summary will be 

screened tonight.  

 

With these words, I would like to thank wholeheartedly the 

Department of Antiquities and in particular its Director, Dr. 

Marina Solomidou-Ieronymidou, for the tremendous support 

she has extended for the realisation of this project together 

with all her colleagues in Nicosia and on the field. We are 

thrilled to hear more from you on the work of the 

Department and its international collaborations.  

My thanks go to all the people, in the Universities, Research 

centres and Institutions that have been involved in this 

project, and in particular to Professor Nikolas Bakirtzis and 

his passionate team at the Cyprus Institute as well as to 

Professors Luca Bombardieri of the University of Siena and 



Oliva Menozzi of the University of Chieti-Pescara, who have 

guided me through their wonderful work in Erimi and in Moni 

river valley near Limassol. Prof. Bombardieri is with us 

tonight and will address you briefly later on. 

A special acknowledgment goes to all those that with their 

passion, dedication and love for Italy and Cyprus have 

inspired this project: Professors Vassos Karageorghis, former 

Director of the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus, and 

Professor Emeritous Demetris Michaelides of the University 

of Cyprus. 

Finally, this project couldn’t exist without the tireless work of 

my staff at the Embassy and of a dedicated team of three 

persons to whom goes my fondest gratitude: Iosif 

Hadjikiriakos of the Phivos Stavrides Foundation - Larnaca 

Archives, coordinator of the project who later on will tell you 

more about it, Ilenia Pappalardo, project manager,  for her 

countagious enthousiam and, last but not the least, Mark 

Kassinos, the educated eye behind the camera and the fine 

maker of this series of video. 



With this I would like to give the floor to HE Yiannis Karousos, 

Minister of Transport, Communications and Works, for some 

words of greetings. Thanks to all for being here tonight. I 

hope that you will love this project as much as we all have 

loved making it! 

Many thanks! 

 

 

 


