
Higher Education Institutions in Italy
Italy is the ideal choice for students who want to experience a centuries-old 
academic tradition combined with advanced research facilities. From Arts and 
Humanities to Technical and Scienti�c Studies, Italian Tertiary education 
institutions have the full range of academic o�erings.
Italian culture is deeply rooted in the ancient Greek and Roman civilizations which 
�ourished on the peninsula for over a millennium and left their footprint 
everywhere. Since the Middle Ages Italy promoted the development of modern 
philosophical thought, science and research, the oldest university in the western 
world being established in 1088 A.D. in Bologna.
Nowadays, Italy is still at the forefront of higher education, and is one of the four 
countries that �rst engaged to create the so-called Higher Education Reform 
known as "Bologna Process" (June 1999) implemented all over Europe. 
The Italian higher education system is divided into two large sectors: the Universi-
ty sector and the Higher Education for Fine Arts, Music and Dance sector (AFAM).

University Institutions
Public universities 
Technical Universities (Politecnici): concentrated in the subject �elds of 
Engineering and Architecture.
Universities for Foreigners (Università per Stranieri di Perugia & Università per 
Stranieri di Siena): specialized in teaching and research for the di�usion of the 
Italian language, literature and culture.
Legally recognised non-public universities: The degrees awarded by 
non-State universities legally recognized by the State have the same legal value as 
those of State universities.
Superior Graduate Schools (Scuole Superiori): specialized in postgraduate 
university studies and scienti�c research. 
Telematic Universities (Università telematiche): non-State universities special-
ized in e-learning.

Higher Education for Fine Arts, Music and 
Dance (AFAM) Institutes
Academies of �ne arts (Accademie di belle arti): higher institutes of applied arts. 
Higher institutes for Artistic Trade, ISIA (Istituti superiori per le industrie 
artistiche): state institutes o�ering a speci�c training in the design �eld (Faenza, 
Rome, Florence and Urbino). 
National Academy of Drama (Accademia nazionale 
di arte drammatica), in Rome.
Conservatories (Conservatori di musica): 
higher institutes for teaching of music. 
National Dance Academy (Accademia 
nazionale di danza), in Rome.

Recognition of Italian University Degrees
All Italian degree certi�cations issued by state and state/recognized universities and 
institutions are acknowledged by Kysats (Council of Recognition of Higher Quali�ca-
tions of Cyprus).

Quali�cation of the Italian University System-
Degree Programmes
Since 1999, the Italian university system has been reformed so as to meet the 
objectives of the "Bologna Process" and is now organised in 3 cycles: 
First cycle 
- “Laurea” (3 year duration -180 credits/ ECTS)
Second cycle 
- “Laurea Magistrale” (2 year duration / 120 credits - ECTS)
- “Laurea Magistrale a ciclo unico” (5 or 6 years duration / 300 to 360 ECTS) (Medicine 
and Surgery, Veterinary, Dentistry and dental prosthetics, Pharmaceutical studies, 
Architecture, Law) 
- “Master universitario di primo livello” (1st Level Master) (1 year duration / 60 ECTS) 
Third cycle
- “Dottorato di ricerca” (PhD)
- “Diploma di Specializzazione” (specialization diploma)
- “Master universitario di secondo livello” (2nd Level Master)

Admission Requirements to 1st Cycle Degree 
Programmes
Universities and Polytechnics
• Italian Language Level B2 (courses in Italian language)
• Admission Test (Assessment test, selective national level test or local selective test)
Academies of Fine Arts
• Italian Language Level B2 • Admission Test / Interview • Portfolio
Conservatories and National Academies of Theatre & Dance
• Italian Language Level B2 • Admission Test or Interview and Performance

Italian Language Foundation 
The Universities for Foreigners of Perugia and Siena are State Institutions specialized 
in promoting the teaching and di�usion of Italian language, literature and culture. 
They o�er foundation courses in Italian language, Bachelor/ “Laurea” degrees of 
three years in Italian Language and Culture as well as Master/ “Laurea Magistrale” 
degrees of two years. 

English Language University Courses 
Several Italian Universities o�er study courses entirely or partly taught in 
English language in order to accommodate the increasing number of foreign 
students who decide to study in Italy and do not have the Italian Language 
Level B2 requirement for enrollment at the Universities.
More than 300 1st and 2nd level University courses are taught in English in 
various Italian Universities, in the following Faculties:
• Medicine and Surgery
• Pharmacy
• Architecture / Civil Engineering
• Design And Visual Communication    
• Design and Technology Engineering 
• Computer Engineering/ Computer Science  
• Engineering Sciences in (Biochemical/Aerospace/Physical/
   Telecommunication-Cinema and Media/ Material/ Energy Environmental) 
• Biosciences & Biotechnologies 
• Biological Science 
• Business Administration 
• International Economics & Finance    
• Economics  - Business & Management 
• Languages, Linguistics and Cultural Studies 
• Languages, Cultures and Societies of Asia and North Africa 
• Fashion Design 
Entry Requirements to English language programs di�er according to the 
course/University

Academic Calendar
The academic year in Italy is made up of two semesters. The �rst semester 
starts in September/October and ends in January/February. The second 
semester generally starts in February. 

Grading Systems
Examinations are graded according to a scale ranging from 0 to 30, with 18 as 
a pass mark. All examination results are used to calculate the overall degree 
mark on a scale of 0 – 110. The �nal result is based on exam results plus the 
presentation of a project or dissertation in front of a Board of Examiners. The 
pass mark is 66 and students who obtain full marks of 110 may be awarded 
‘summa cum laude’ (110 e lode).



Tuition Fees
The Annual Tuition Fees depends on the Course of study selected and the 
family income and property revenue. Tuition fees are payable in two separate 
installments. 
For public institutions, tuitions for EU citizens are approximately the following 
(based on income level):
• LAUREA & LAUREA MAGISTRALE A CICLO UNICO 
  (BACHELOR DEGREE)  €300 – €1800
• LAUREA MAGISTRALE (2 year MASTER) €300 – €2000
• DOTTORATO (PhD) €500 – €1500
• MASTER Level I & II €1500 – €5000
For non-public institutions, fees are usually higher, but still considerably lower 
than those of comparable institutions in the UK and in the US.

Scholarships and �nancial aid
All international students are entitled to the same student assistance services 
as Italian students, on the basis of the same requisites of �nancial means 
and/or merit. This applies to scholarships, student loans, housing assistance, 
refectory meal tickets and fee waivers.These services are managed by the DSU 
o�ce (“Diritto allo studio universitario”). 
Alongside scholarship and �nancial aid information, DSU o�ces will also 
provide other services such as counselling and information on extra-curricular 
activities, sport, transport and other practical matters.
 
Housing
Universities in Italy have limited housing availability, so students usually renta 
room or share a �at. Costs vary according to the cities, usually ranging between 
200 and 500 euros per month.

Cost of Living
Considering food, telephone, local travel and leisure costs, students should 
consider a monthly budget of 500 - 1200 euros depending on the location.

Study in Italy

Useful websites

O�cial portal for higher education in Italy, designed to 
accompany prospective students in their future studies with a 
comprehensive source of accurate and up to date information:

www.universitaly.it
 

Information and advice on Italian higher education
and on quali�cations recognition:

www.cimea.it  
 

Collection of useful links on studying in Italy:
www.enic-naric.net/italy.aspx

Embassy of Italy
25th March Street, n. 11
2408 Engomi – Nicosia

Tel. 00357-22357635/6
Fax. 00357-22357616

ambnico.mail@esteri.it
nicosia.culturale@esteri.it
www.ambnicosia.esteri.it
               @ItalyinCyprus

In Italy, culture and tradition go side by side 
with modernity and style. As one of  the most 
advanced countries in the world, boasting the 
highest concentration of  cultural heritage, Italy 
provides an outstanding education in the context 
of  an exciting environment, world-renowned for 
its “dolce vita” lifestyle, pleasant climate and 
warm hospitality. Studying in Italy allows foreign 
students to experience a country with an extraor-
dinary cultural and artistic heritage, offering a 
unique opportunity of  personal enrichment. 


